
 
 

Program outline for talent agencies interested in the project 
 
About the Creator 
Briefly, Patrick Carman is a bestselling author of children’s books with four million books in print across 
40 titles in 23 languages. Patrick has won or been nominated for over 40 state and national awards and 
visited over 2000 schools. He usually publishes his books through Random House, Scholastic, and Harper 
Collins, but for this project, he chose to go in a different direction. For more about the author, visit 
www.patrickcarman.com.  
 
About Towervale 
Towervale is a book and a video game at the same time, because the author has seen firsthand in cities 
across the country the incredible effect Fortnite and Minecraft has had on young readers. Most kids, 
especially boys, are not reading enough. What Towervale does is meet them halfway.  
 
You can explore the idea at www.towervale.com, but here’s the short version. Towervale is a fantasy 
novel for 3rd – 7th graders that’s set up out of order. There are seven sections in the book but finding 
your way to the right pages requires a key, and that key is the Towervale video game. Available as an 
app or online, the Towervale game is free to use and comes with every book. Beating a level will reveal 
the right page to turn to next, but the tasks required to beat levels can only be found in the book. So 
kids can’t play the game without the book, and they can’t read the book without the game. Diabolical! 
Towervale turns gamers into readers. 
 
The Towervale Tour 
The author just completed a 90-school pilot program, which sold more books than he could have 
imagined. Since there’s only one of him and he wants to go much wider, he’s opening new programs in 
different cities. Instead of the author doing school visits, a character from the world of Towervale will 
appear at these events.  
 
Events run 30 minutes, with 15 minutes to set up. Actors arrive at the school and check in at the office, 
then the librarian will escort them to the auditorium or (more likely) the gymnasium. If it’s a grade 
school, it will be 3rd-5th graders. If it’s a middle school, it will be 6 graders. Groups are usually between 
200 and 300 students. The presentation doesn’t change depending on the age of the group, but the 
acting does. With younger kids you can be more energetic and goofy, with the older kids less.  
 
All of the details are figured out by PC Studio (the author’s publishing company). The events are booked, 
actors will know the grades of the kids and the number of kids and the type of venue (gymnasium, 
auditorium), they’ll know how big the screen will be and the quality of the AV. Most schools have 

http://www.patrickcarman.com/
http://www.towervale.com/


surprisingly good AV. Actors have a contact person at the school and easy to follow instructions for how 
to set up. Set up always involves the same steps, and they are simple. Actors have a flash drive with the 
Towervale Powerpoint presentation. The actor will give this to the school contact and they’ll set up their 
own projector and laptop. They’ll test the mic. That’s about it. 
 
There is absolutely no selling books at these events. The actor’s job is to present the project and get kids 
excited. The entire selling process is taken care of between PC Studio and the school and will already be 
done before the actor gets there.  
 
Event Scheduling 
The events are scheduled for actors, and they are generally scheduled at least two months in advance. 
In any given week, there will usually be between ten and twelve events. Two events in one day is 
common, three is very uncommon but does happen, and one or zero events in a day is also common. 
Events are always scheduled at the same times: 9AM, 11AM, and 1PM, so there’s plenty of time to move 
between schools. Very often a day will have a 9AM event and a 1PM event, leaving the middle of the 
day open. All days are over by 2PM at the latest.  
 
Events will be available for viewing online through the Acuity scheduling system, so actors can see when 
schools are booked months in advance. The system allows us to assign different events to different 
people, so actors will be able to easily see when they’re booked, drop out of a booking, and choose 
bookings when they’re available. 
 
Events are also clustered in the same area, and always within the general metro area. A Tempe day is 
only for Tempe schools, a Scottsdale day is only for Scottsdale, etc.  
 
The Presentation 
The Towervale presentation is guided by the actor playing the part of a character from the story. The 
costume is very simple and will be provided: green shoes, green cargo pants, a black tee-shirt, and a 
green vest with a lot of pockets. There will be a few items in the pockets for use during the presentation, 
also provided. The presentation is guided by the slide show, which makes it easier for the actor to know 
what to touch on next. There are six parts to the presentation, which will be provided in script form and 
video samples for the actor: 

1. Introduction of the character and the book and why you’re there. 3 minutes 
2. A story from the world of Towervale (this is the actors time to really act) 5 minutes 
3. A highly visual lesson about writing and imagination based on the story just told. 10 minutes 
4. The world of Towervale and how Towervale works. 10 minutes 
5. Closing. 3 minutes 

 

Total number of events 
Events run for 12 weeks in a row at a rate of about 10 events per week, for a total of around 120 events. 
Events are expected to take place between February 1st and May 5th.  
 
Slack channel 



The author will host a group Slack channel for actors in all markets, where actors can talk with the 
author about what’s working, what’s not working, and get advice from other actors in different cities. 
The Slack channel will always be open.  


